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Medical Emergencies in Dental Practice

Year 4 — Bachelor of Dental Surgery
Reference and Resource List — Chapters 12.1 to 12.10

Supporting the MCQ, SBA, SAQ and flashcard question bank
BM Education FZE

Disclaimer

Questions in this bank were generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence and reviewed against the
references listed. They are provided for educational revision only, are not a substitute for prescribed
textbooks, clinical guidelines or supervised clinical training, and no warranty is given as to their accuracy or
completeness.

References are presented in Vancouver style. Part 1 lists the core sources that apply across the whole subject;
Part 2 lists, for each chapter, the relevant sections of those core texts together with sources specific to that
chapter. Numbers in square brackets in Part 2 refer to the core list in Part 1.
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Chapter 12.1 — Foundations of Medical Emergencies in Dentistry

12.1.1 Scope and objectives - 12.1.2 The emergency approach (ABCDE) - 12.1.3 Prevention and risk reduction
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Chapter 12.3 — Emergency Drugs and Equipment in Dental Clinics

12.3.1 Emergency kit contents - 12.3.2 Equipment essentials - 12.3.3 Checking, storage and governance

Core texts: [1] Ch. on preparation (emergency drugs and equipment) - [2] Ch. on physical evaluation and risk
assessment (office preparation) - [3] Ch. on emergency drugs and equipment - [4] - [6] - [8] Equipment and drug
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Chapter 12.4 — Syncope (Fainting) and Vasovagal Episodes

12.4.1 Causes in dental practice - 12.4.2 Recognition - 12.4.3 Management

Core texts: [1] Part on unconsciousness: Chs. on vasodepressor syncope, postural hypotension and the differential
diagnosis of unconsciousness - [2] Ch. on physical evaluation and risk assessment - [3] Ch. on syncope - [4] Ch. on
collapse - [5] - [6] - [12] - [16]

Additional
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Chapter 12.5 — Hypoglycaemia (Diabetic Emergency)

12.5.1 Causes in dental settings - 12.5.2 Recognition - 12.5.3 Management

Core texts: [1] Part on altered consciousness: Ch. on diabetes mellitus (hyperglycaemia and hypoglycaemia) - [2] Ch.
on diabetes mellitus - [3] Ch. on hypoglycaemia - [4] - [5] Ch. on endocrine disease - [12] - [13] Hypoglycaemia - [16]

Additional
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disorders. Br Dent J. 2014;217(9):497-502.

Chapter 12.6 — Asthma Attack and Acute Respiratory Distress

Triggers and prevention in the dental setting - Recognition of acute asthma and respiratory distress - Immediate
management: bronchodilator, oxygen and escalation

Core texts: [1] Part on respiratory distress: Chs. on airway obstruction, hyperventilation, asthma and the differential
diagnosis of respiratory distress - [2] Ch. on pulmonary disease - [3] Chs. on asthma and hyperventilation - [4] - [5]
Ch. on respiratory disease - [12] - [13] Asthma - [16]

Additional
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Chapter 12.7 — Anaphylaxis and Severe Allergic Reactions

12.7.1 Common triggers in dentistry - 12.7.2 Recognition - 12.7.3 Management

Core texts: [1] Part on drug-related emergencies: Chs. on allergy and the differential diagnosis of drug-related
emergencies - [2] Ch. on allergy - [3] Ch. on anaphylaxis - [4] - [5] Ch. on allergy and immunological disease - [12] -

[13] Anaphylaxis - [16]

Additional

Resuscitation Council UK. Emergency treatment of anaphylaxis: guidelines for healthcare providers. London:
Resuscitation Council UK; 2021. Available from:
https://www.resus.org.uk/library/additional-guidance/guidance-anaphylaxis

Cardona V, Ansotegui lJ, Ebisawa M, EI-Gamal Y, Fernandez Rivas M, Fineman S, et al. World Allergy
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Muraro A, Worm M, Alviani C, Cardona V, DunnGalvin A, Garvey LH, et al. EAACI guidelines: anaphylaxis
(2021 update). Allergy. 2022;77(2):357-77.

Shaker MS, Wallace DV, Golden DBK, Oppenheimer J, Bernstein JA, Campbell RL, et al. Anaphylaxis — a
2020 practice parameter update, systematic review, and GRADE analysis. J Allergy Clin Immunol.
2020;145(4):1082-123.

Pemberton MN. Allergy to chlorhexidine. Dent Update. 2016;43(3):272-4.

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency. Chlorhexidine: reminder of potential for
hypersensitivity. Drug Safety Update. 2012;6(3):A1. Available from: https://www.gov.uk




Chapter 12.8 — Seizures (Epileptic and Non-epileptic)

12.8.1 Triggers in dental settings - 12.8.2 Recognition - 12.8.3 Management

Core texts: [1] Ch. on seizures and Ch. on drug overdose reactions (local anaesthetic toxicity) - [2] Ch. on neurologic
disorders - [3] Ch. on epileptic seizures - [4] - [5] Ch. on neurological disease - [12] - [13] Epileptic seizures - [16]

Additional

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. Epilepsies in children, young people and adults. NICE
guideline NG217. London: NICE; 2022. Available from: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng217
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Neal JM, Barrington MJ, Fettiplace MR, Gitman M, Memtsoudis SG, Mérwald EE, et al. The Third American
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Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2018;43(2):113-23.

Bryant T, Greenwood M. Epilepsy and the dental patient. Dent Update. 2016;43(5):443-8.

Chapter 12.9 — Angina, Acute Coronary Syndrome and Myocardial Infarction

12.9.1 Recognition - 12.9.2 Angina management - 12.9.3 Suspected Ml / ACS management

Core texts: [1] Part on chest pain: Chs. on angina pectoris, acute myocardial infarction and the differential diagnosis
of chest pain - [2] Ch. on ischemic heart disease - [3] Chs. on angina and myocardial infarction - [4] - [5] Ch. on
cardiovascular disease - [12] - [13] Cardiac emergencies - [16]

Additional

Rao SV, O'Donoghue ML, Ruel M, Rab T, Tamis-Holland JE, Alexander JH, et al. 2025
ACC/AHA/ACEP/NAEMSP/SCAI guideline for the management of patients with acute coronary syndromes.
Circulation. 2025;151(13):e771-862.
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Thygesen K, Alpert JS, Jaffe AS, Chaitman BR, Bax JJ, Morrow DA, et al. Fourth universal definition of
myocardial infarction (2018). Eur Heart J. 2019;40(3):237-69.

Lott C, Truhlar A, Alfonzo A, Barelli A, Gonzalez-Salvado V, Hinkelbein J, et al. European Resuscitation
Council Guidelines 2021: Cardiac arrest in special circumstances. Resuscitation. 2021;161:152-219.

Chapter 12.10 — Stroke (CVA/TIA): Recognition and Immediate Response
12.10.1 Recognition (FAST) - 12.10.2 Management

Core texts: [1] Part on altered consciousness: Ch. on cerebrovascular accident - [2] Ch. on neurologic disorders
(stroke) - [3] Ch. on stroke - [4] - [5] Ch. on neurological disease - [12] - [13] - [16]

Additional

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. Stroke and transient ischaemic attack in over 16s:
diagnosis and initial management. NICE guideline NG128. London: NICE; 2019 (updated 2022). Available
from: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng128




¢ Intercollegiate Stroke Working Party. National Clinical Guideline for Stroke for the UK and Ireland. London:
Royal College of Physicians; 2023. Available from: https://www.strokeguideline.org

e Powers WJ, Rabinstein AA, Ackerson T, Adeoye OM, Bambakidis NC, Becker K, et al. Guidelines for the early
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2003;34(1):71-6.

e Sacco RL, Kasner SE, Broderick JP, Caplan LR, Connors JJ, Culebras A, et al. An updated definition of stroke
for the 21st century: a statement for healthcare professionals from the American Heart
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Compiled for BM Education FZE. Editions were current at the time of compilation; readers should consult the most recent
edition of each text and the current version of each guideline.
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